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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking “x”* in the appropriate box or
by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "*“N/A" for “‘not applicable.” For functions,
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional
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1. Name ot Property

historic name Chapel of the Holy Cross

other names/site number Holderness School Chapel

2. Location

street & number 45 Chapel Lane U not for publication n /4
city or town Holderness O vicinity n/a
state_ New Hamspshire c¢ode_NH county Grafton code 009 zip code 03264

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this @ nomination
O request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
B meets [ does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

[ nationally [ statewide M locally. (L] See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

‘2%1,4 94 Zikﬁz@é?_ ?/zf' /o5
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

NEW HAMPSHIRE

State or Federal Agency or Tribal government

In my opinion, the property [J meets [J does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of commenting official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

7 /

4. Natjonal Park Service Certification R
ngnalure ol lhwper 7 | / Date of Action
y; —
U\ ) B AN q ‘ 7 C 5

] here;j certify that the property is:
! entered in the National Register.
[l See continuation sheet.

|} determined eligible for the
National Register
| | See continuation sheet.

| | determined not eligible for the
National Register.

| ! removed from the National
Register.

\\—:

| | other. (explain:)




Chapel of the Holy Cross
Name of Property

Grafton County, NH
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
X private & building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
U public-local O district 1 - -
O public-State O site buildings
O public-Federal (] structure sites
[] object
structures
objects
1 - __Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

n/a

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

n/a

6. Fun‘ct.ion or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION/ religious facility

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION/ religious facility

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Gothic

Narrative Description

Materials B
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation __Granite

walls Brick
roof Slate
other __ Wood

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Chapel of the Holy Cross
Name of Property .

Grafton County,

NH

County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the praperty
for National Register listing.)

O A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

[] B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[} C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

(J D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x’* in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

d A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

J B removed from its original location.

(J C a birthplace or grave.

(0 D a cemetery.

(J E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
(J F a commemorative property.

J G less than 50 years ot age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Period of Significance
1884

Significant Dates
1884

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

n/a

Cultural Affiliation
n/a

Architect/Builder

Haight,Charles Coolidge

Head & Dowst

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[1 preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

[J previously listed in the National Register

(] previously determined eligible by the National
Register

[ designated a National Historic Landmark

[J recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

[] recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

(] State Historic Preservation Office

L] Other State agency
[J Federal agency
[J Local government
[J University
[ Other

Name of repository:

Holderness School Archives




Chapel of the Holy Cross
Name of Property

Grafton Countv; NH

County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _less than one acre

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1|19l |218416130] (4.8]48[32 5]

Zone Easting ~ Northing

ol Ll b Pl by by

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

3||| L_J_l_lll | l Ll l IJ.|

Zone

al | L],

[ ] See continuation sheel

Eastin

Northing

9
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11. Form Prepared By

nametftitle David L. Ruell

organization date March 2 , 2005
street & number 7 Hill Avenue telephone ___ 60 1-968-7716
city or town Ashland state _ NH zip code __ 03217

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Holderness School

street & number _P.0O.Box 1879 (Chapf_al. Lane)

city or town Plymouth

state

telephone

NH

603-536-1257

Zip code

03264

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register .Of Histodc.Places_ to nomina!e
properties for listing or determine eligibllity for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain

a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.). A federal agen

cy may not conduct or

sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the for_tp_..Dir_gq_ comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to Keeper, National Register of Historic Places, 1849 “C” Street NW, Washington, D.C. 20240.
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The Chapel of the Holy Cross is a Gothic Revival style church, of predominantly brick
construction, that stands on the western edge of the campus of Holderness School, a
college preparatory school in Holderness, New Hampshire. The building is composed of

- six sections. The tall, one story, gable roofed, brick main block of the Chapel is oriented
on an east-west axis, with its east gable end facing the intersection of two campus roads,
Chapel Lane and the driveway to Connell Dormitory. At the west end of the main block’s
south lateral side is a one story, gable roofed, wooden, enclosed entrance porch. About 22
feet from the east end of the main block, another entrance is found on the south side of the
main block, a one story, gable roofed, brick entrance wing, with the entrance door in its
east side. A modern, one story, shed roofed, wooden, open entrance porch now shelters
this eastern entrance. The south side of the entrance wing is covered by a tall, three story,
brick tower topped by a broach spire. On the north side of the main block, eleven feet
from its eastern end, is found a one story, hip roofed, brick organ wing. Set in the western
corner of the main block and the organ wing is a half story, shed roofed, wooden
basement entrance.

The four major sections of the Chapel, the main block, west entrance porch, east
entrance wing, and tower, all share the same foundation, made of rough cut granite
blocks. The visible portion of the foundation is usually three courses of granite blocks,
with the lower course containing taller larger blocks and the upper course topped by a
smooth cut beveled water table. The brick walls are laid in common bond, Flemish
variation. The eaves are all wooden, but usually of different design. The major sections of
the building all have slate roofs, with metal roof ridging.

The slate roof of the main block is trimmed by close molded wooden verges and eaves.
At the west end of the roof ridge is found a short chimney, built of brick with a plain
brownstone cap. The chimney projects slightly beyond the west gable, where it interrupts
the wooden verges and is supported by brick corbelling. The main block foundation is
punctuated by small, single pane basement windows with plain wooden frames, two each
in the north and south sides. (A third basement window on the south side has been filled in
with plywood and is now used for the oil tank pipes.) The main level windows of the main
block (as well as those of the eastern entrance wing and the tower) share some features,
stained and leaded glass, plain brownstone sills, simple beveled inner wooden frames and,
brick Gothic arches (usually compound arches).

In the center of the main block’s west gable end is a brick buttress, whose granite
block base is of the same design as the granite block foundation. At about two-thirds of its
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height, the buttress is stepped back, with three brownstone blocks, with slanted tops,
covering the setback on the outer face of the buttress. The buttress is topped by two more
slanted brownstone blocks. The west gable end’s only openings are two large and tall
lancet arched, stained glass windows, one on each side of the buttress, set in compound
brick arches, each composed of three concentric Gothic arches. (The patterns of the
stained glass windows will all be described with the interiors.) At the apex of the gable is
the already noted brick chimney, supported by corbelling.

The lateral north and south side walls are also supported by brick buttresses, two on
each wall. Like the western buttress, they also have granite block bases of the same design
as the foundations, and setbacks covered by three brownstone blocks with slanted tops.
The north and south buttresses do differ from the western buttress in that they are
crowned by more elaborate tops, each a gablet made of three brownstone blocks, creating
a gable “roof” topped by a large ridge roll molding and featuring a triangular panel in the
outer face. The compound arches of the north and south windows also differ slightly from
the western windows, in that they are composed of two, rather than three, concentric
Gothic arches. The windows of the north and south sides are of two different designs. The
westerly windows are simple lancet arched windows, while the easterly windows are wider
double windows. The wooden tracery of the double windows each incorporate two trefoil
arched windows, beneath a small quatrefoil window.

The seven bay long lateral sides of the main block will be described from west to east.
In the westernmost bay of the south side we find the entrance porch. The next two bays to
the east each feature a lancet arched window. A brick buttress separates the lancet arched
windows from a broader double window in the fourth bay. The entrance wing covers the
fifth bay. The two easternmost bays each contain a double window, the westerly window
being sheltered by the open entry porch. At the east end of the south wall is another brick
buttress. The north side has a brick buttress at its western end. Proceeding east, we find
three bays with lancet arched windows. They are separated by another brick buttress from
the broader double windows in the fourth and fifth bays. The sixth bay is covéred by the
organ wing. The easternmost bay contains another broad double window.

The only opening in the main block’s east gable end, now its most public fagade, is the
church’s largest stained glass window. Placed above the altar, the eastern window is set
higher in the wall than the other main block windows. The wooden tracery of the wide
window incorporates three trefoil arched windows topped by a six foiled round window,
with two small spherical triangles and two small spherical quadrangles in the interstices.
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The eastern window’s compound arch is composed of three concentric Gothic arches.

The western entrance porch shares the usual granite block foundation with the rest of
the original church, but differs in its wooden construction. The walls are divided by
vertical and horizontal boards into panels filled with horizontal beaded boarding. Close
verges and eaves, with moldings of a different design than the main block, trim the slate
roof. A metal Celtic cross is mounted at the south end of the roof ridge, just above the
entrance in the south gable end. The entrance is double, Gothic arched, doors set in a
molded frame. Each leaf of the door has seven panels of vertical beaded boarding
separated by plain boards, which are vertical, horizontal and, at the top, curved to both
follow the outer arch of the doorway and to create another Gothic arch on the door leaf
itself. So, each leaf has four lower rectangular panels, topped by two half Gothic arched
panels and, at the apex, a triangular panel with two curved sides. (This door design is
repeated in three other double doors in the church.) The doorway has a granite sill. It was
once reached by three concrete steps with concrete sidewalls. The steps are now covered
by a modern wheelchair ramp with plywood floor and plain wooden posts and side
railings. The ramp descends from a landing built over the steps southerly to another
landing, then takes a right angle turn and descends to the east to the paved walkway. The
plain framed doorway is topped by a horizontal board shaped with a triangular top, which
spans the wall between the lower ends of the gable rakes. To each side of the doorway,
the wall is divided into two rectangular panels by a horizontal board and two vertical
boards. Small triangular panels are found in the spandrels of the entrance archway. The
gable itself is divided by vertical and horizontal boards into two rectangular panels and
four triangular panels.

The east and west lateral sides of the western entrance porch are each divided by two
horizontal boards (below the window sills and below the eaves) and seven vertical boards,
creating two levels of panels, six panels wide. In each side, the two central panels of the
upper row are replaced by a triple stained glass window. Each window has beveled
vertical jambs separating its three trefoil arched windows.

The small eastern entrance wing has the same granite foundation, brick walls, and slate
gable roof as the main block, but its close wooden eaves have different moldings. The
northern and southern gable ends are covered by the main block and the slightly wider
tower. The wing’s western wall has a single opening, a lancet arched stained glass
window, with a brownstone sill and a compound brick arch, composed of two concentric
Gothic arches. Its eastern fagade is dominated by a wide entrance with double, Gothic
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arched doors, of the same design as the western entrance porch doors. The doors are set
on a granite sill in a compound Gothic arch, composed of three concentric arches. The
doors and the three granite steps serving them are now sheltered by a simple wooden
porch. The porch has a solid southern wall, but is completely open on the eastern end. The
outer southern wall is sheathed by vertically grooved plywood, and trimmed at the east
corner by a plain corner board. The shed roof is sheathed with standing seam copper and
is trimmed by a simple wooden box cornice on the south and by close verges on the east.
The interior of the porch, the solid southern wall and the slanting ceiling are sheathed by
smooth plywood, with simple wooden strips covering the joints between the plywood
panels. A light fixture hangs from the porch ceiling.

The square tower has the same granite foundation and brick walls seen on the main
block and eastern entrance wing. Its walls are divided into three stories by two molded
string courses of terra cotta. The walls are topped by shallow molded wooden cornices
with two shallowly projecting bands of brick that function as simple architraves and
friezes.

The north side of the tower, partly covered by the eastern entrance wing, has no
exterior openings. The other three sides all have the same openings in each level. The first
story of each of the public sides features two tall lancet arched stained glass windows set
in compound Gothic arches composed of three concentric brick arches. The pairs of first
story windows have abutting brick arches, but their brownstone sills are separate. In the
center of each second story of the three sides is a tall, quite narrow, lancet arched window,
again with a brownstone sill and a plain brick Gothic arch. (These are the only Gothic
arched windows that do not have compound arches, but do have clear glass.) These
second story windows are very narrow, actually only one pane of glass wide. The third
belfry stage has groups of three large louvered openings in each of the three sides. These
wooden louvers have wide slats and trefoil wooden arches applied over their flush boarded
tympanums. They are set in compound Gothic arches, each with three concentnc arches.
Their brownstone sills and brick arches abut each other.

The tower is crowned by a broach spire covered with slates. The spire’s shape can best
be described as that of two intersecting shapes, a broader, shorter pyramid, whose lower
corners are found at the outer corners of the tower top, and a taller, narrower tapered
octagonal spire whose lowest corners are found at the center of each side of the tower

top. The spire is crowned by a metal cross, decorated with crockets at the top and at the
ends of the arms.



NPS Form 10-000-a . OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86) :

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number —7 Page Chapel of the Holy Cross, Grafton County, NH

The organ wing has the same granite block foundation, and brick walls, as the main
block. The close molded wooden eaves are continuous with the main block eaves and
share the same design. The northern seven feet of the wing is actually new, but the older
part of the wing was so carefully copied that only color differences due to age distinguish
the two parts. A plain framed single pane window can be seen in the foundation on the
north end, but there are no openings in the main level. Rising from the ridge of the hipped
slate roof is a large brick chimney with a corbelled brick cap topped by a brownstone
coping with a wide projection on each side. On the west slope of the roof, just below the
ridge, is a short shed roofed dormer, a louvered ventilator. The wooden dormer has plain

wooden slats on the western opening, solid flush boarded sides, and close simply molded
eaves and verges.

To the west of the organ wing is the half story basement entrance, sheltering the stairs
to the basement. The north wall has two courses of rough cut granite blocks,
corresponding to the two lower courses of the granite block foundation of the main block
and the organ wing. The upper portion of the north wall and a small section of the east
end wall are sheathed with modern vertically grooved plywood. The east end has the only
opening, a plain framed door of beveled boards with a slanted top, matching the slope of
the shed roof. The roof is sheathed with standing seam metal and trimmed by close molded
wooden eaves and verges.

The plan of the church is quite simple. The main level has one room in each of the five
sections of the building. The chapel proper, the nave and sanctuary, is one large room
filling the main block. The west entrance porch and eastern entrance wing each contain a
vestibule. The organ wing contains the organ room. Each story of the tower is one room
with the first story housing the sacristy. Our description will start with the two entrances,
then proceed to the tower rooms, the main chapel room and the organ wing, and end with
the basement areas.

The west entrance porch has a brick floor laid in a herringbone pattern. The floor is
now partly covered by carpet and the carpet covered plywood wheelchair ramp for the
step at the northern door into the main block. The east, west and south walls are wooden
walls, set on deep wide wooden sills with molded ed upper edges. As on the exterior, the
walls are divided into panels of horizontally laid beading boarding by plain but wide
vertical and horizontal boards. The three wooden walls have two rows of panels rising to
the level of the exposed plates at the top of the side walls. A plate beam also crosses the
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south end wall at the same level. The “gable” section of the south wall, above the outer
doorway, is simply sheathed with horizontal beaded boarding, without any paneling. The
porch is open to the underside of the roof; so it has a double pitched ceiling of beaded
boarding. The roof'is supported by seven roof trusses. Each truss is composed of the two
rafters and two braces. Each brace starts from the wall plate at the lower end of one rafter
and rises to meet the opposite rafter at a point about two-thirds of the height of the rafter.
Moldings mark the meetings of the north and south wall plates with the ceiling.

The south end wall contains the outer entrance, the already described double, Gothic
arched doors, with each leaf having seven panels of vertical beaded boarding. The door
panels are framed by boards that include a Gothic arch as well as horizontal and vertical
boards. The doorway has a granite sill and a plain arched frame. The east and west walls,
as already noted on the exterior, are six panels wide and two panels deep. A triple window
takes the place of the two central panels in the upper row of each side wall. The three
windows are of stained and leaded glass set in trefoil arches and separated by vertical
jambs. The window frames and jambs are beveled. The eastern windows have relatively
simple patterns of small rectangular panes. The western windows have more elaborate
designs. The central window is the simplest with rectangular panes around a central
circular motif. The north and south windows incorporate geometric patterns, but also
feature painted and labeled figures, the symbols of two Evangelists, Matthew’s angel with
a scroll labeled “Sanctus Mattheus” in the south window, and Mark’s winged lion with a
scroll labeled “Sanctus Marcus” in the north window. A tall wide cabinet is built against
the west wall to the north of the window. The cabinet has panels of vertical beaded
boarding framed by vertical and horizontal boards with chamfered edges, and is topped by
an elaborately molded cornice. The double doors on the front have two panel leafs, with
diagonal beaded boarding in the taller upper panels, vertical beaded boarding in the lower
panels, and chamfered edges on the panel frames. The brick west wall is dominated by the
entrance into the main block. The double, Gothic arched wooden doors are of the same
design as the southern doors, with a simply molded narrow wooden frame. The doors are
set on a granite sill in a compound brick arch, composed of two concentric arches.

The vestibule in the eastern entrance wing now has a carpeted floor, but it retains its
plaster walls ornamented by molded baseboards. The flat wooden ceiling is divided into
sixteen rectangular panels of beading boarding by a grid of joists with beveled edges. A
20™ century globular light fixture hangs from the ceiling. The outer entrance in the east
wall is double, Gothic arched doors of the same seven panel design already noted in the
doors of the western entrance porch. The eastern doors are set on a granite sill in a
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plastered Gothic arch with splayed plastered jambs. The north wall contains another pair
of double, Gothic arched doors of the same design, which open into the main room. The
northern doors are set in a simply molded wooden frame. In the center of the west wall is
a lancet arched stained glass window in a beveled wooden frame, set in a arch with
splayed plastered jambs and a plastered sill with beveled front edge. This memorial
window, dedicated to Peter Trask Woodbury (1926-1941), is signed “Charles J. Connick*.
The window features the figure of David the Shepard, complete with harp and sheep,
above a biblical verse and the dedication, with an elaborate floral background. The south
wall contains the door to the sacristy, a wide Gothic arched wooden door with nine panels
of vertical beaded boarding created by horizontal and vertical boards. The six lower panels
are rectangular, while the three upper panels have curved tops and/or sides as they follow
the door’s arch. The lower edges of the door panels are beveled. The door has a simply
molded wooden frame, set in a Gothic arched recess with plastered, splayed jambs.

The sacristy, square in plan, now has a carpeted floor, with a carpet covered trapdoor
to the basement in the northeast corner. The walls are plastered with molded baseboards,
like those seen in the vestibule. The north wall features the already described Gothic
arched door to the vestibule, set in a simply molded, Gothic arched wooden frame. The
other three walls, the east, west, and south walls, each feature two stained glass lancet
arched windows. The windows all have simply molded wooden frames and are set in deep
plastered Gothic arches with splayed jambs, and plastered sills ornamented by beveled
front upper edges. The windows all have similar glass designs, having mostly small
rectangular panes of a single color, but also some circular panes, and some panes with
painted ornamental motifs, as well as a border of smaller rectangular panes. The high flat
plaster ceiling features two modern light fixtures and a central trapdoor, recessed into the
ceiling. The double trapdoor has two panels of beaded boarding in each leaf, and is
punctured by a hole for the bell rope.

The seldom visited second story room of the tower is only accessible by ladder through
the trapdoor in the sacristy’s ceiling. The trapdoor is found in the center of the second
story room’s board floor. The walls of the room are exposed brick. The east, south and
west walls each have one central window, a tall, narrow lancet arched window, of clear
glass, a single pane wide, in a beveled wooden frame. The windows have plain brownstone
sills and brick arches. A small crude hole has been punctured through the north wall to
provide access to the short space above the vestibule ceiling in the eastern entrance wing,.
(This windowless space has a board floor, exposed brick walls and a double pitched board
ceiling with exposed rafters.) The second story tower room has a board ceiling supported
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by heavy exposed joists. In the center of the ceiling is a rectangular opening crossed by
beams that limit access to the even more inaccessible third belfry story of the tower. The
large bell and its framework are mounted in the third story above this opening. Through
the opening can be seen the exposed brick walls of the third story, the boarding and the
exposed framework of the open spire. Also visible are the three wooden louvers in brick
Gothic arches found in each of the outer (east, south and west) walls of the belfry.

The principal space of the Chapel is the large nave and sanctuary that occupies the
main block. The floor of narrow hardwood boards is raised at both ends. In the western
three bays, the floor is raised one step above the central portion of the floor. The eastern
end, has more changes in floor level. To the east of the eastern entrance door, the floor is
raised two steps above the main floor level. Originally the hardwood floor was raised only
along the north and south walls, leaving a section in the center at the main floor level. But,
recently, that remaining central section of floor has been filled in by a plywood floor at the
higher floor level. At the east end of the chapel, the floor is raised another step for the
sanctuary, in the easternmost bay of the room. This step is marked by the communion rail.
The molded wooden communion rail is supported by ornately cast metal posts with curved
foliated braces. Finally, at the east wall, the central portion of the hardwood floor is raised
two steps around the altar. The floor is now carpeted in the center aisle between the pews,
in the two aisles from the central aisle to the entrance doors, and along the communion
rail. The floor is punctuated b<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>